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REMARKS 

Applicant has reviewed and considered the Office Action dated March 28, 2006 and the 
cited references therein. In response thereto, claims 21, 24, 25, and 27 are amended to correct 
grammatical errors and claim formalities. Claims 1-27 are pending in the present application. 

Formal drawings will be submitted at the time the Examiner has indicated allowable 
claims. The Examiner has requested a copy of foreign patent JP 6333210, which was cited in an 
Information Disclosure Statement for the present application. A copy of the foreign patent and 
Information Disclosure Statement is enclosed. 

Additionally, a copy of PTO/SB08/A which was previously submitted on March 7, 2005, 
and has not yet been initialed by the Examiner, is enclosed. Pursuant to the Manual of Patent 
Examining Procedure, Chapter 609, Applicant requests that the Examiner consider each of the 
listed documents and initial and return to the undersigned a copy of the enclosed Form 
PTO/SB/08A. 

Amendments to the Specification 

As the Examiner has requested, Applicant has reviewed the specification and provided an 
amendment updating the status of referenced applications. 

Rejection under 35 U.S.C. $102 

Claims 1-3, 7, 12, and 21 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent 6,018,444 ("Beck"). Applicant respectfully traverses the rejection for at least the 
following reasons. 

Claim 1 is directed to a magnetic recording head. The recording head of claim 1 
comprises, in part, "a gap pattern defined by the thin film, the gap pattern having at least one 
termination pattern that has at least one curved portion." 

Beck, in contrast, fails to disclose "the gap pattern having at least one termination pattern 
that has at least one curved portion." Figure 1 in Beck, as referred to by the Examiner, illustrates 
the head contour of a ferrite-glass head. Specifically, the top surface of the ferrite-glass head is 
curved. That is, instead of having a flat contour, the head has a radius contour. 
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Applicant respectfully asserts that the Examiner has misunderstood the claim language of 
claim 1. Applicant's claim clearly recites "at least one termination pattern that has at least one 
curved portion." (emphasis added). Furthermore, Applicant clearly discloses an "at least one 
termination pattern that has at least one curved portion" in the Specification, (see Specification, 
[0049]-[0052]). Nowhere in Beck is there disclosed a termination pattern that has a curved 
portion. The Examiner has merely pointed to a ferrite-glass head having a radius contour. 
Whether the recording head has a flat contour or radius contour is irrelevant to Applicant's 
invention, as a "gap pattern having at least one termination pattern that has at least one curved 
portion" would be proper in either instance. 

Further, Applicant respectfully submits that there is no motivation or suggestion in Beck 
to disclose or teach the recited features, nor is there any incentive addressed in Beck to provide a 
termination pattern that has a curved portion as recited in the present invention. Thus, Applicant 
respectfully submits that claim 1 patentably distinguishes over Beck. Reconsideration and 
withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested. 

Claims 2, 3, and 7, which depend from claim 1, incorporate all the limitations of claim 1 
and are, therefore, also patentably distinct over Beck. 

Claim 12 is directed to a gap pattern for a magnetic recording head. The gap pattern of 
claim 12 comprises, in part, "a pair of non-parallel, longitudinally extending gaps having a width 
and terminating in at least one termination pattern, wherein the termination pattern has at least 
one curved portion." 

As discussed above, Beck, in contrast, discloses a ferrite-glass head, wherein the top 
surface of the ferrite-glass head has a radius contour. Applicant respectfully asserts that the 
Examiner has misunderstood the claim language of claim 12. Applicant's claim clearly recites 
"wherein the termination pattern has at least one curved portion." (emphasis added). Nowhere 
in Beck is there disclosed a termination pattern that has a curved portion. 

Further, Applicant respectfully submits that there is no motivation or suggestion in Beck 
to disclose or teach the recited features, nor is there any incentive addressed in Beck to provide a 
termination pattern that has a curved portion as recited in the present invention. Thus, Applicant 
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respectfully submits that claim 12 patentably distinguishes over Beck. Reconsideration and 
withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested. 

Claim 21 is directed to a magnetic media imprinted with a servo pattern comprising a 
plurality of gap patterns. The servo pattern of claim 21 comprises, in part, "terminating at least 
one gap pattern with at least one termination pattern that has at least one curved portion." 

As discussed above, Beck, in contrast, discloses a ferrite-glass head, wherein the top 
surface of the ferrite-glass head has a radius contour. Applicant respectfully asserts that the 
Examiner has misunderstood the claim language of claim 21. Applicant's claim clearly recites 
"terminating at least one gap pattern with at least one termination pattern that has at least one 
curved portion." (emphasis added). Nowhere in Beck is there disclosed a termination pattern 
that has a curved portion. 

Further, Applicant respectfully submits that there is no motivation or suggestion in Beck 
to disclose or teach the recited features, nor is there any incentive addressed in Beck to provide a 
termination pattern that has a curved portion as recited in the present invention. Thus, Applicant 
respectfully submits that claim 21 patentably distinguishes over Beck. Reconsideration and 
withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested. 

Claims 21-27 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 
6,950,277 ("Nguy"). Applicant respectfully traverses the rejection for at least the following 
reasons. 

Claim 1 is directed to a magnetic recording head. The recording head of claim 1 
comprises, in part, "a gap pattern defined by the thin film, the gap pattern having at least one 
termination pattern that has at least one curved portion." 

Nguy, in contrast, fails to disclose "the gap pattern having at least one termination pattern 
that has at least one curved portion." Nguy discloses a perpendicular magnetic write head 
including a write pole having a concave trailing edge. Perpendicular magnetic write heads do 
not contain write gaps. Thus, Nguy does not disclose "a gap pattern defined by the thin film, the 
gap pattern having at least one termination pattern that has at least one curved portion." 
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Further, Applicant respectfully submits that there is no motivation or suggestion in Nguy 
to disclose or teach the recited features, nor is there any incentive addressed in Nguy to provide a 
termination pattern that has a curved portion as recited in the present invention. Thus, Applicant 
respectfully submits that claim 1 patentably distinguishes over Nguy. Because claims 24 and 25 
depend from claim 1 and incorporate all the limitations of claim 1, they are also patentably 
distinct over Nguy. Reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested. 

Claim 21 is directed to a magnetic media imprinted with a servo pattern comprising a 
plurality of gap patterns. The servo pattern of claim 21 comprises, in part, "terminating at least 
one gap pattern with at least one termination pattern that has at least one curved portion." 

Nguy, in contrast, fails to disclose "terminating at least one gap pattern with at least one 
termination pattern that has at least one curved portion." Nguy discloses a perpendicular 
magnetic write head including a write pole having a concave trailing edge. Perpendicular 
magnetic write heads do not contain write gaps. Thus, Nguy does not disclose "terminating at 
least one gap pattern with at least one termination pattern that has at least one curved portion." 

Applicant respectfully asserts that the Examiner has misunderstood the claim language of 
claim 21. Applicant's claim clearly recites an "terminating at least one gap pattern with at least 
one termination pattern that has at least one curved portion." (emphasis added). Furthermore, 
Applicant clearly discloses an "at least one termination pattern that has at least one curved 
portion" in the Specification, (see Specification, [0049]-[0052]). Nowhere in Nguy is there 
disclosed a termination pattern that has a curved portion. 

Further, Applicant respectfully submits that there is no motivation or suggestion in Nguy 
to disclose or teach the recited features, nor is there any incentive addressed in Nguy to provide a 
termination pattern that has a curved portion as recited in the present invention. Thus, Applicant 
respectfully submits that claim 21 patentably distinguishes over Nguy. Reconsideration and 
withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested. 

Claims 22, 23, and 26, which depend from claim 21, incorporate all the limitations of 
claim 21 and are, therefore, also patentably distinct over Nguy. 
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Claim 27 is directed to magnetic media imprinted with an amplitude-based servo pattern 
comprising a plurality of gap patterns. The servo pattern of claim 27 comprises, in part, 
"terminating at least one gap pattern with at least one termination pattern that has at least one 
curved portion." 

As discussed above in relation to claim 21, Nguy, in contrast, fails to disclose 
"terminating at least one gap pattern with at least one termination pattern that has at least one 
curved portion." Nguy discloses a perpendicular magnetic write head including a write pole 
having a concave trailing edge. Perpendicular magnetic write heads do not contain write gaps. 
Thus, Nguy does not disclose "terminating at least one gap pattern with at least one termination 
pattern that has at least one curved portion." 

Applicant's claim clearly recites an "terminating at least one gap pattern with at least one 
termination pattern that has at least one curved portion." (emphasis added). Nowhere in Nguy 
is there disclosed a termination pattern that has a curved portion. 

Further, Applicant respectfully submits that there is no motivation or suggestion in Nguy 
to disclose or teach the recited features, nor is there any incentive addressed in Nguy to provide a 
termination pattern that has a curved portion as recited in the present invention. Thus, Applicant 
respectfully submits that claim 27 patentably distinguishes over Nguy. Reconsideration and 
withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested. 

Rejection under 35 U.S.C. $103 

Claims 4-6 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Beck as 
applied to claim 1, and further that official notice is taken of the known use of the claimed film 
materials. 

In light of the remarks above relating to claim 1, Beck fails to teach or suggest the 
invention of claim 1. Claims 4-6, which depend from claim 1, add further limitations to claim 1 
and therefore, Beck does not make obvious claims 4-6. Reconsideration and withdrawal of the 
rejection is respectfully requested. 
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Objected Claims 

Claims 8-1 1 and 13-20 were objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. Applicant respectfully traverses the Examiner's 
objections and believes the above remarks overcome the Examiner's objections. Accordingly, 
claims 8-11 and 13-20 now stand in allowable form. 



In view of the above, it is respectfully submitted that the present application is in 
condition for allowance. Reconsideration of the present application and a favorable response are 
respectfully requested. 

If a telephone conference would be helpful in resolving any remaining issues, please 
contact the undersigned at (612) 752-7367. 



Conclusion 



Respectfully submitted, 



DORSEY & WHITNEY LLP 
Customer Number 25763 





Min (Amy) S. Xu 
Reg. No. 39,536 
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